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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the name Helophorus Fabricius, 
1775 for an important genus of water beetle, originally spelt Elophorus. Illiger (1801) 
emended this to Helophorus and this spelling is now almost universally used. However, 
Illiger’s emendation was unjustified and it is proposed to rule that Helophorus is the 
correct original spelling. 



1. Fabricius (1775, p. 66) established the genus Elophorus for two species of water 
beetle, Silpha aquatica Linnaeus, 1758 (p. 362) and a new species Elophorus nhnutus 

(p. 66). 

2. Latreille (1810, p. 428) designated aquaticus Fab.’ as the type species. 
Fabricius had stated that the name Silpha aquatica referred to the Linnaean species. 

3. Fabricius gave no indication of the derivation of his name Elophorus. Illiger 
(1801, p. 138) emended it to Helophorus on the grounds that the first part was derived 
from the Greek 'helos’, a swamp. Smetana (1985, p. 18), however, pointed out that the 
name more probably means 'callus-bearer’, and refers to the distinctive swollen ridges 
on the pronotum. Irrespective of the etymological derivation, Illiger’s emendation to 
Helophorus is unjustified under Article 33b of the Code. 

4. Illiger's emendation to Helophorus has been accepted by most modern authors. 
Almost all recent works on these beetles in such areas as agricultural entomology, 
ecology and palaeontology as well as systematics have used the spelling Helophorus 
(e.g. Balfour-Browne (1958), Fernando (1958), Angus (1970, 1982, 1992), Lohse 
(1971), Richards & Davies (1977), Coope (1979), Smetana (1985, 1988), Hansen (1987), 
Friday (1988) and Shatrovskiy (1989)). The only important recent works to use the 
spelling Elophorus are Chiesa (1959) and McCorkle (1965). Even the older literature 
has a preponderance of usage of Helophorus. As a summary of older work, Knisch 
(1924, p. 66) listed 39 authors of major works using the spelling Helophorus and 1 1 
using Elophorus. A further measure of the relative degree of usage of the two spellings is 
that, of the approximately 180 species at present known, 20 were originally attributed 
to Elophorus, six to other genera and all the rest to Helophorus (data from Smetana 
(1985, Nearctic), Shatrovskiy (1989, eastern U.S.S.R.) and Angus (1992, Europe and 
adjacent lands)). 

5. Helophorus is thus seen to be a large genus, important in the study of various 
aspects of entomology. As such it is important that the spelling "Helophorus" used in the 
great majority of works, especially the more recent ones, should be maintained. 
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6. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature isaccordingly asked: 

(1 ) to use its plenary powers to rule that the correct original spelling of the generic 
name Eloplwnis Fabricius, 1775 is deemed to be Helopfwrus; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Heloplwrus 
Fabricius, 1775 (gender: masculine), type species by subsequent designation by 
Latreille (1810) Silpha aquatica Linnaeus, 1758, spelling ruled in (1) above; 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name aquatica 
Linnaeus, 1758, as published in the binomen Silpha aquatica (specific name of 
the type species of Heloplwrus Fabricius, 1775); 

(4) to place onThe Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology 
the name Elophorus Fabricius, 1775 (ruled in ( 1 ) above to be an incorrect original 
spelling of Heloplwrus). 



References 

Angus, R.B. 1970. Genetic experiments on Heloplwrus F. (Coleoptera: Hydrophilidae). 
Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London, 122: 257-276. 

Angus, R.B. 1982. Separation of two species standing as Heloplwrus aquaticus (L.) (Coleoptera, 
Hydrophilidae) by banded chromosome analysis. Systematic Entomology, 7: 265-281. 

Angus, R.B. 1992 [in press]. Insecta: Coleoptera: Hydrophilidae: Helophorinae. Susswasserfaima 
von Mitteleuropa, vol. 20, section 10, part 2. 

Balfour-Browne, W.A.F. 1958. British water beetles, 3. 210 pp. Ray Society, London. 

Chiesa, A. 1959. Hydrophilidae Europae — Coleoptera Palpicornia. 199 pp. Forni, Bologna. 

Coope, G.R. 1979. Late Cenozoic fossil Coleoptera: evolution, biogeography, and ecology. 
Annual Review of Ecology and Systematics, 10: 247-267. 

Fabricius, J.C. 1775. Systema Entomologiae. 832 pp. Flensburgi et Lipsiae. 

Fernando, C.H. 1 958. The colonization of small freshwater habitats by aquatic insects. 1 . General 
discussion, methods and colonization in the aquatic Coleoptera. Ceylon Journal of Science 
( Biological Science) , 1(2): 117-154. 

Friday, L.E. 1988. A key to the adults of British water beetles. Field Studies, 7; 1-151. 

Hansen, M. 1987. The Hydrophiloidea (Coleoptera) of Fennoscandia and Denmark. Fauna 
Entomologica Scandinavica, 18: 1-254. 

Illiger, K. 1 801 . Namen der Insekten-Gattungen, ihr Genetiv, ihr grammatisches Geschlecht, ihr 
Silbenmass, ihr Herleitung; zugleicht mit den Deutschen Benennungen. Magazin fiir 
Insektenkunde, 1: 125-162. 

Knisch, A. 1924. Coleoptorum Catalogus, pars 79: Hydrophilidae. 306 pp. Junk, Berlin. 

Latreille, P.A. 1810. Considerations generates sur Tordre naturel des animaux composant les 
classes des Crustaces. des Arachnides et des Insec tes avec un tableau methodique de leurs 
genres, disposes en families. 444 pp. Schoell, Paris. 

Linnaeus, C. 1758. Systema Naturae, Ed. 10, vol. 1. 824 pp. Salvii, Holmiae. 

Lohse, G.A. 1971. Familienreihe Palpicornia. Pp. 95-156 in Freude, H., Harde, K.W. & Lohse, 
G. A. (Eds.), Die Kdfer Mitteleuropas, 3. Goecke & Evers, Krefeld. 

McCorkle, D.V. 1965. Subfamily Elopfiorinae. Pp. 23-38 in Hatch, M.H., (Ed.), The beetles of 
the Pacific Northwest, part 4. University of Washington Publications in Biology, vol. 16. 
University of Washington Press, Seattle. 

Richards, O.W. & Davies, R.G. 1977. hums’ general textbook of entomology, Ed. 10, vol. 2. Pp. 
421-1354. Chapman & Hall, London. 

Shatrovskiy, A.G. 1989. Hydrophilidae. Pp. 264-293 in Ler, P.A. (Ed.), Keys to the insects of the 
Far East of the U.S.S.R. Nauka, Leningrad. [In Russian.] 

Smetana, A. 1985. Revision of the subfamily Helophorinae of the Nearclic Region (Coleoptera: 
Hydrophilidae). Memoirs of the Entomological Society of Canada, 131: 1-154. 

Smetana, A. 1988. Review of the family Hydrophilidae of Canada and Alaska (Coleoptera). 
Memoirs of the Entomological Society of Canada, 142: 1-316. 



